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Summary of Commission on Youth’s 2020 Study 

Education in Local and Regional Juvenile Detention Centers1 
 

As a result of Virginia’s recent juvenile justice reform efforts, the average daily population in local 

detention centers has decreased dramatically without a comparable decrease in state funding.  

Instead, the funding level for education provided in these centers through Virginia’s State Operated 

Programs has increased.  

 Juvenile detention provides a temporary placement for juveniles with criminal charges who 

require a secure environment to ensure public safety for the community or to provide 

protection of the juvenile’s own well-being.  

 There are 24 juvenile detention centers (JDCs) in the Commonwealth, each operated by 

local governments or multi-jurisdictional commissions. 

 The locality, through State Operated Programs, provides educational services for all 

juveniles in its detention center.  Instruction is in all core classes and special education, and 

students are taught exclusively under the Standards of Learning (SOL).   

 The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) partners with 10 local detention centers to 

provide Community Placement Programs (CPPs). CPPs are highly structured and 

disciplined residential programs for committed juveniles.  

 Pre-dispositional (Pre-D) juveniles constitute a majority of the population within a 

detention center (72.6%).  

 The number of juvenile intake cases has declined significantly since 2010, with a decrease 

of 43.6%. Overall, the JDC average daily population declined by 35.3% between 2010 (805 

detainees) and 2019 (520 detainees), currently operating at a 36% capacity.  DJJ forecasts 

that the JDC population will continue to decrease through 2020 and then level off at around 

457 detainees for the remainder of their forecast through 2025.  

 Fifty-one percent of juveniles had a length of stay of 10 days or fewer. 

 The student-to-teacher ratio for each JDC, based on average daily population ranged from 

1.3 to 1 (New River Valley) to 5.1 to 1 (Virginia Beach).  

Virginia Beach’s SOP has the lowest average cost per seat at $21,457. Loudoun’s SOP has 

the highest average cost per seat at $124,478. Loudoun has a capacity of 24 beds; however, 

the center has an ADP of only 6 juveniles. Loudoun has four full-time teachers, one 

principal, and a part-time administrative assistant. The average teacher compensation 

(salary plus benefits) is $123,862.  

 As previously noted, the ADP decreased substantially over the 10-year period depicted. 

However, in each case, the SOP funding increased. For example, from 2009 to 2019, 

Loudoun had a 71.4% decrease in ADP but received a 125% increase in SOP funding; 

Chesterfield a 20% decrease in ADP with a 41.5% increase in SOP funding; and New River 

Valley a 57.9% decrease in ADP with a 96.4% increase in SOP funding. 

                                                 
1 Statistics and data in bulleted points are representative of 2020 study information. 
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2 Information provided by the Virginia Department of Education, State Operated Programs, via email on June 29, 2020. 


